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Availability of Certain Fresh Fruits, Canned 
Fruits, Canned Juices, and. Dried Fruits in 
Retail Food Stores, November 1949 


INTRODUCTION 


This report summarizes information on availability of certain fresh 
fruits, canned juices, canned fruits, and dried fruits in retail food 
stores throughout the United States during November 1949. This is the 
third report of this nature issued by the Fruit and Vegetable Branch, 
Production and Marketing Administrations the first report, issued in 
June 1949, reported availability of these products in April 1949; and 
the second, issued. in October 1949, reported availability in August 


1949 


This report is presented in three parts. Section I includes a group 
of summary tables in which data from the November 1949 audit are com- 
pared with similar information from audits conducted in August 1949, 
April 1949, and October 1946. Section II includes a series of tables 
presenting more detailed data on availability from the November audit 
and information with respect to retail inventories of dried fruits for 
this same period, Section III represents information on availability 
of fruits based on stores customarily handling fresh fruits and vege— 
tables. For further explanation see note at head of Section III. 


The data on availability of fruit and fruit products were obtained from 
a national probability sample of 1,816 retail food stores distributed 
among 5 regions, plus the cities of Chicago and New York, as shown in 
table 1. Within each of the 5 regions, the sample was comprised of 
approximately 50 counties with an average of 5 to 6 sample stores per 
county. Large stores were sampled at a heavier rate than small ones in 
order to obtain better representation of the large stores than would 
have been possible in the case of proportionate representation. In 
this report data are presented by: (1) Size of store (annual dollar 
volume of store business); (2) type of store management; (3) city Size$ 
and (4) geographic region as illustrated in figure 1. 


This work was conducted for the U. S, Department of Agriculture under 
contract by the Industrial Surveys Company, Inc., with funds authorized 
under the Research and Marketing Act of 1946. 
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Section III 


The availability of fresh fruits is shown in tables in Sections 
I and II by giving the number of retail food stores in which 
each fruit was on sale, as a percentage of the total number of 
retail food stores in the sample. However, included in this 
total number of stores are some that customarily do not handle 
any fresh fruits or vegetables. Therefore, an additional tabu- 
lation is given in this Section basing availability of fresh 
fruits on only those stores that usually handle some fresh fruits 
or vegetables. This is done by expressing the number of stores 
with fresh fruits on hand as a percentage of those retail food 
stores in the sample that customarily handle any fresh fruits or 
vegetables. 
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